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Welcome to the New Year and the first month of the
new decade. By almost any standard 2009 was a
year that we might all be happy to be done with and
the decade that just past was not nearly the decade
that many of us had anticipated coming out of the la
century. Here, at Goshen Interfaith, 2009 was a
painful year. Many families were stuck for months at
a time with no hope on the horizon. And if this was
the whole story, and for many people it is, then the
deep snow and grey skies outside of my window
might be the whole of reality.

One of the reasons that | am able to enjoy even the
grey days of winter is that | know spring will come.
But even in the midst of winter, | am able to engage
in a way that makes winter tolerable. As someone

who seeks God in nature, | simply have to redraw my

image of Christ. ditching the sandals and robe and
instead placing him in gloves, a parka, and some
boots.

In this newsletter there are several articles that are
collectively different ways of viewing Christ. Today
you can read about Christ, the giver and servant.
Here Christ’s clothing is the very shirt, pants, shoes,
socks and skirts that you are wearing. The stories in

today’s newsletter are your stories, the stories of how

you give, how you serve, and how you congregate.
In 2009 we have the stories of how Christ is with us
in winter and we pray that in 2010 he will be with us
again in spring — but the hope beyond all is the
celebration of our faith that he is with us all the days
of our lives.
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COORDINATORS-THE KEYS TO THE KINGDOM

Perhaps the title is a little overstated, but this article
will briefly explore the role of the church coordinators in
carrying out the mission of Interfaith.

Church coordinators are the volunteers who have
assumed a leadership role in helping the church bring to
fruition kingdom work. An important duty of the
coordinator, is offering opportunities for the church
community to be actively involved in the GIHN mission by
finding individuals to fill all of the positions needed to carry
out a successful week of hosting. (More than thirty five
volunteers are often needed.)

To facilitate the interaction of the church members
with guests requires a number of skills. Whether the
coordinator is welcoming the guests, mediating a conflict,
orienting guests to their new environment on Sunday,
explaining the rules and safety concerns of their particular
church, or facilitating movement through the various
transition points of each day, theirs is an intense week.

The coordinators’ roles also make them the first
point of contact with the larger ministry once the guests are
in the church. Over the years, Interfaith coordinators have

Emmy was the site supervisor at the time. Her
accommodation and cheerfulness began to slowly kindle a
spark in my vacant eyes. My family and | were admitted to
GIHN and at the end of the day we were washed, well-fed
and sleeping soundly.

Week after week we went to one church after
another and met strangers that did not seem to be strangers at
all. Itis rather difficult to call someone who opens up their
house to you and makes your meals and supplies your entire
daily living necessities a stranger. | will forever be grateful
for the magnanimous hospitality that my family received. |
also appreciate the sense of urgency that was at GIHN for it
enabled my husband and | to do what needed to be done in a
timely, yet compassionate manner.

Daily, | witnessed unmerited compassion on myself
and my family. The love of Christ demonstrated by the staff
and the host churches was most transparent. It is that kind of
love to which Christ said, “insomuch as you did it to one of
the least of these my brothers, you did unto me”. | knew |
was the least but never was | made to feel like the least. Itis
that love that | so desperately tried to convey week after
week when | signed the “Thank you” cards to the various
host churches. | know I fell way short of expressing the

been involved in the whole gamut of human experience fromgratitude that was in my heart to all the kind brothers and

accidents, deaths, births, marriages, divorces, personal
conflicts, and addiction recovery. Most volunteers have
heard the refrain, “Call the coordinator.” If the work of
Interfaith is Kingdom work, then the coordinators do hold
some of the keys to the Kingdom.

THANK YOU

| walked into the doors of Goshen Interfaith nearly
two years ago. | was tired and five months pregnant, with
three young children tagging along. | had never heard of
Goshen Interfaith before and stumbled across it compelled
by necessity. | found myself homeless after a whirlwind of

events that | could have never predicted. | didn't think it was

even possible for my family. With all my heart | hoped that
fate had at least tired of wasting her spite on me and | just
needed to take a breath or two for the sake of my children.
When we entered the doors, my children wasted no
time and started playing on the indoor slide. My husband
and | sat down to the initial intake interview and | tried in
vain to not to cry. | was, after all, trying to piece my life
together in a world that to me had become very bleak.

sisters, but | also knew that | did not have to. Those staff
members and host churches that | came to consider as a life
sustaining extension of my family would rise to the occasion
a thousand times more even if no one ever said thank you.

GIHN is one of the happiest memories my children
have to this day. Time and time again they wonder why we
can’t go back there just for a little bit. Goshen Interfaith
planted memories in my heart that are most enduring. |
could have never imagined a more horrible situation that
could turn into a more blessed time of refreshing, help,
counsel, hope and change.

Just for the record, since my stay at GIHN, | have
never felt right about using a mop when | could get on my
knees and use the host of floor towels that Emmy provided
to clean the floors instead. | also learned to pine for
wickedly potent coffee and to go the farmers market. And
for some bizarre reason, Sunday just seems like the day to
pull up the bed covers and hit the laundry ready for a new
week. These are only some of the lasting changes that my
stay with Goshen Interfaith birthed in me. In my case a true
compassion for the homeless was born of my own
experiences, as well.




Guests are invited to share in congregational meals
on occasion and are invited to worship services. The
Silverwood congregation sees its task as providing a
welcoming, hospitable place and wants GIHN guests
to experience warmth and care.

Silverwood Mennonite Church has been a Goshen
Interfaith Hospitality Network Host Church for about
six years. The congregation took up this challenge in
response to the need presented by GIHN to the
Outreach Commission. According to Pastor Ron
Guengerich, participating as a host church has
broadened the congregation’s experience of
hospitality and witness as they make an effort to
welcome all people to the church. Vert Miller,
Silverwood’s coordinator for GIHN, agrees, saying
she has enjoyed getting to know the families and
making their stay as comfortable as possible.

Silverwood'’s system of preparation for the week of
hosting seems to work well for the congregation. A
sign-up board requesting volunteers is displayed two
weeks before the guests are due. About 35-40 peopl
are needed for each week of hosting. Getting
volunteers is generally not hard, although sometimes
it is more difficult to fill the overnight slots.

Approximately two hundred people gathered on
hursday, October 8, 2009, to celebrate the work of
oshen Interfaith Hospitality Network at the

Eleventh Annual Fall Gala. Along with a delicious

meal served by Bread and Chocolate the group

participated in a question and answer session with

Vert and her husband, Dennis, set up the church to Tim about Interfaith’s work this past year. The

prepare for the GIHN guests. On the Sunday that  evening ended with thirty minutes of music by Les

ends the hosting period four people clean up before and Gwen Gustafson-Zook.

morning worship. Others cook and serve the evenin

meals throughout the week and still others are

evening hosts. Vert buys groceries for breakfast and
snacks and stocks sandwich supplies for lunches if
needed. The guests feel fortunate that Silverwood
has a small kitchenette they are able to use.

gI'he Board would like to thank all who attended,
extending a special thank you to those who

purchased table space for others. Three friends of the
Board deserve special recognition and a thank you

for their contribution to the evening: Peter Salveson,
former Board member, who served as the emcee;
Vert expresses deep appreciation for the Silverwood Susan Garboden for the flower centerpieces on the
volunteers who make hosting possible. “They do  tables; and Loanne Harms for the serving table

way more than | do,” Vert explains. The volunteers centerpieces that were also used as silent auction
work together to create a welcoming atmosphere.  items.

They greet the guests when they arrive, visit with
them, and determine needs. Praying with guests, if it
is desired, is also part of the hospitality volunteers
offer.

In addition to being a fun evening to celebrate with
Interfaith, the Gala netted $3,000 for the continuing
work of hosting families in our community.



Our Host Churches

Assembly Mennonite

Berkey Ave. Menn. Fellowship
College Mennonite
Clinton Frame Mennonite
East Goshen Mennonite Church
Faith Mennonite
First United Methodist Church
Goshen City Church of the Brethren
North Goshen Mennonite
Siloam Fellowship
Silverwood Mennonite
St. John the Evangelist Church
St. Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox
Trinity Lutheran Church
Walnut Hill Mennonite
Waterford Mennonite Church
Yellow Creek Mennonite

8" Street Mennonite

Needs List

Immediate needs:

diapers — newborn, size 1, size 5 and size 6
toilet paper

paper towels

feminine hygiene products (Maxi pads with
wings)

pillows

laundry detergent

fabric softener

dusting spray

dish soap

shampoo/conditioner

razors

shaving cream

hair brushes

kitchen size trash bags

On-going needs: Cleaning supplies, personal
hygiene items of all kinds

We also appreciatgift cards from grocery stores,
Wal-Mart or Target, drug stores, and gas stations.
These are useful when we have a specific need
(i.e....pajamas for a child, work shoes and clothes for
a guest who finds a job or gas money for
transportation to work).

On August 25th | began in my position with Goshen
Interfaith and so it was that this was my first holiday
season working here. One of the roles, in my
position, is to receive donations and complete the
first two steps of managing cash donations. In the
short amount of time I've worked here, I've seen a lot
of generosity and unexpected blessing. Yet, nothing
had prepared me for the checks that came in the mai
every day this past December. Eighty Three (83)
individual sources donated to GIHN. With each
deposit | made, | was reminded that we do not
operate alone. We are more than just a homeless
shelter; we are an expression of the community that
allows us to exist. I'm really grateful and thankful to
be part of this community and working along side of
such giving people

GIHN Staff Members

Tim Thorne, Executive Director
Lindsey Keesling, Site Supervisor
Heather Miller, Case Manager

| GIHN Board Members

Ken Mullet
Sandra Schneider
Rose Shetler
Vic Stoltzfus
Sheldon Swartz
Evelyn zumFelde

Lois Bare

Mitch Day

Steve Garboden
Leonard Harms
Linda Hochstetler
Marcy Kisseberth




